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Langworthy  convicted  of  sex  crimes 
with  young  boys;  sentence  suspended 

JACKSON.  MS  ISmcW)  -  Former  Baptist  Mississippi  after  allegations  of  inappropriate 
music  minister  and  high  school  choral  director  sexual  conduct  surfaced  at  the  Texas  church  22 
John  Langworthy  of  Clinton  dodged  priaoti  time  years  ago. 

as  part  of  a  plea  deal  in  which  he  admitted  to  Hinds  County  District  Attorney  Robert  Shul- 
ftve  felony  counts  of  gratification  of  hist  during  er  Smith  explained  that  although  the  evidence 
a  Jan.  22  hearing  before  Hinds  County  Circuit  in  the  case  was  strong,  he  and  Langworthy's  vic- 
Judge  Bill  Gowan.  tuns  agreed  to  the  pfca  bargain  because  Lang- 

Gowan  sentenced  Laneworthy,  who  was  in-  worthy  a  attorney  had  raised  questions  about 
dieted  on  eight  counts  of  having  sexual  contact  whether  the  statute  of  limitations  had  expired  on 
decades  ago  with  young  boy*  while  he  served  on  the  alleged  crimes,  meaning  Langworthy  might 
the  music  staffs  of  Jackson-area  Baptist  church-  have  bacn  able  to  get  the  charges  dismissed  Ms 
es.  to  a  total  of  so  years  in  prison  but  suspended  judge  or  appeals  court  screed, 
all  the  sentences.  The  judge  placed  Langworthy  Smith  also  said  after  tne  hearing  that  it’s  “cer- 
on  five  yean  supervised  probation,  and  ordered  tainly  a  possibility'  there  could  be  further  action 
him  to  register  as  a  sex  offender  and  have  no  in  LangSrorthy  s  case,  but  he  did  not  apecifiy 
contact  with  his  victims.  what  thode  actions  might  be. 

Lanrworthy  previously  confessed  that  he  Langworthy  did  no*  comment  as  he  left  the 
committed  aexual  "indiacretiona"  with  children  courthouse  with  his  wife  Kathy.  His  future 
while  working  at  Mississippi  and  Texas  Bap-  plans  are  unclear,  although  his  last  known 
tist  churches.  He  also  contended  that  he  has  place  of  employment  was  at  a  small  pharmacy 
not  sexually  abused  anyone  once  returning  to  in  Clinton. 


WILLIAM  PERK  I WS 


Closing  that  back  door 


Guest  opinion 

with  Thom  Rainer 


The  chicken  wing  crisis 


unfulfilled  expectations,  ft  can  undoubtedly  I  do  no*  have  precise  numbers,  1  would 
be  the  fault  of  the  local  congregation  and  its  conjecture  that  more  than  half  of  church 

leaders,  but  many  tunes  —  prohabK  more  members  do  not  have  a  biblical  understand 

than  we  would  like  to  believe  — a  church  mg  about  church  membership.  Providing 

member  leaves  a  local  body  because  he  or  she  that  information  in  a  new  members’  class 
has  a  sense  of  entitlement.  can  move  an  entire  congregation  toward  a 

,  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  tile  main  servant  mentality, 
reason  people  leave  a  church  is  because  they  ■  Raise  the  bar  of  expeetaftkaM.  We 

have  an  entitlement  mentality  rather  than  a  have  dumbed  down  church  membership 

servant  mentality.  Look  at  some  of  the  direct  in  many  congregations  to  where  it  haa  little 

quotes  from  exit  interviews  of  people  who  left  meaning.  Clarify- expectations  of  metriben. 
local  congregations:  Again,  doing  so  in  the  context  of  a  new  mem 

►  "The  worship  leader  rriused  to  listen  to  here’ das  is  a  great  way  to  begin. 

me  about  the  songs  and  music  I  wanted.*  ■  Mentor  members.  Take  two  or 

►  The  pastor  did  not  feed  me."  three  members  and  begin  to  mentor  them 

►  "No  one  from  my  church  visited  me.*  to  become  bfohcai  church  members.  After  a 

►  Iws  not  about  to  support  the  budding  season,  ask  them  to  mentor  two  or  times 

program  they  wanted."  w  wdl.  Let  the  process  grow  exponentially. 

►  I  was  out  two  weeks  and  no  one  ■  Train  members.  Almost  iooXofpa 

called  rac."  ■  tors  agree  that  their  rale  fa  to  train  and  equir 

^  They  rawed  the  times  of  the  worship  members,  but  almost  throe-fourths  of  these 

services  and  it  messed  up  my  schedule."  pastors  have  no  plans  on  how  they  will  train 

►T  told  my  pastor  to  go  visit  my  cousin  them  (see  Ephesians  4:11-13). 

andhe  never  did.  _  _  ■EncourMe  people  to  be  in  small 

■  asaji  >aa  oi  ana  nmcnorang  cTuirtn  monDCR.  m  ooiers 

beyond  the  scope  of  this  one  cohimn,  we  have  words,  there  is  a  much  greater  Hkehhood  of 
turned  church  membership  into  couutiy  dub  a  member  wid)  a  servant  mentality  to  be  in  a 
membership.  You  pay  your  dues  and  you  are  small  group  than  not 

.entiM  to  certain  benefits.  What  are  you  doing  in  your  cbureh  to  doe 

The  biblical  basis  of  church  membership  the  bock  door?  What  are  you  doing  to  move 

is  dear  in  Scripture.  The  Apostle  Paul  even  members  from  an  enLdeinent  mentality  to  a 

uses  the  "member' metaphor  to  describe  servant  mentality  ? 

what  every  believer  dwdd  be  like  in  a  local 

cj^regsbon.  In  1  Corinthians  12:12^  Paul  Rainer  it  preacknttfl&Way  Christian 

describes  church  members  not  by  what  they  Resources  of the  Southern  Baptist  Cbn- 

sho^r^maloal  church,  but  by  the  uention,  headquartered  in  Nashville.  This 
mimhytivey  should  911*.  ,  :  ootumnfirst  appeared  on  his  website. 


A  Bowl  parties  planned  for 
this  weekend  has  greatly  aggra¬ 
vated  a  nationwide  shortage  of 
chicken  wings,  the  staple  at 
such  festivities. 

According  to  the  National 
Chicken  Council's  2013  Wing 
Report  (yes,  there  really  is  an 
annual  Wing  Report),  more  than 
1.23  billion  wing  portions  will 
be  consumed  during  Super  Bowl 
weekend  when  the  San  Francisco 
Forty-Niners  take  on  the  Balti¬ 
more  Ravens,  straining  a  market 
already  stressed  by  foodstock 
shortages  and  other  problems. 

“To  put  that  into  perspec¬ 
tive,"  the  chicken  council  reports, 

"if  1.23  billion  wing  segments 
were  laid  end  to  end,  they  would 
stretch  from  Candlestick  Park  in 
San  Francisco  to  M&T  Bank  Sta- 

*asy«sw*5ssi»  . . . 

this  year  in  chickens  supplied  iky  and  the  executive  director  of 
to  proceaaors,  the  council  states  the  American  Center  for  Law  and 
(and  I'm  not  making  thia  up),  Justice  in  Washington,  D.C.,  in  a 
'A  chicken  has  two  wings,  and  Jan.  28  Fox  Report  interview  with 
chicken  companies  are  not  able  to  Harris  Faulkner, 
produce  wings  without  the  rest  of  Americans  in  general  are  so 
the  chicken.  detached  from  the  real  world. 

So  all  of  you  wing  enthusiasts  While  we  search  high  and  low  for 

out  there  might  have  to  make  do  scarce  chicken  wings,  the  forces 
this  coming  weekend  without  the  of  darkness  and  totalitarianism 
vast  quantities  of  your  favorite  close  In  all  around  us.  American 
consumable  to  which  you  have  Christians  in  general  seem  even 
become  accustomed,  but  you'll 
still  be  better  off  than  Nadia 
Mohamed  Ali. 

Nadia  Mohamed  Ali  and  ber 
seven  children  were  recently 
convicted  by  an  Egyptian  court  of 
attempting  to  convert  to  Christi¬ 
anity.  They  were  sentenced  to  16 
years  imprisonment  in  the  harsh 
penal  system  of  that  Muslim- 
dominated  country.  Not  only  did 

the  court  prosecute  Ali  and  her  _ 

family  for  that  high  crime,  they  their  culture  of  pleasure  and  dis- 

*1*0  sent  to  prison  the  govern-  traction  that  they  could  actually 
roent  clerks  who  accepted  her  aee  invading  forces  setting  neigh - 

a P plication  for  conversion.  borhoods  afire  from  their  lofty 

Saeed  Abedini  would  proUWy  perches  at  the  Coliseum,  yet  were 
be  grateful  for  even  one  chicken  unable  to  tear  themselves  away 

wing,  but  not  because  of  the  cur-  from  the  grandeur  of  gladiators 

real  shortage.  He’s  the  natural-  and  games  to  save  there  city.  U 
iied  American  pastor  who  was  that  not  the  picture  of  America  to- 
sentenced  last  week  by  an  Iranian  day,  and  of  American  Christians? 
judge  in  that  Muslim-dominated  What  will  happen  if  we  don’t 
country  to  eight  years  in  prison  stir  from  our  self-indulgent  tor- 
for  threatening  national  aecu-  por  and  get  involved  in  the  real 
rity.  His  offense?  He  Is  accused  world?  )W  will  tell.  History 
of  helping  start  Christian  bouse  already  does. 


give  him  medicine  or  otherwise 
nave  contact  with  him,  because 
as  a  Christian  he  is  considered  to 
be  unclean. 

"The  cases  will  increase  in  the 
future,"  said  Samuel  Tadros,  a 
research  fellow  at  the  Hudson 
Institute’s  Center  for  Relirious 
Freedom  in  Washington,  D.C.,  in 
a  Jan.  16  FoxNews.com  interview 
about  the  plight  of  Nadia  Mo¬ 
hamed  Ah  and  ber  children. 

"Eight  years  is  a  death  sen- 


more  detached.  We  ait  in  our 
padded  pews  and  complain  shout 
the  temperature  in  the  worship 
center  while  our  brothers  and 
sister*  around  the  world  face 
daily,  unimaginable  persecution 
for  their  faith. 

TV  1’ixtaposition  of  American 
Christianity  and  real  world  Chris¬ 
tianity  could  not  be  more  stark. 

It  has  been  recorded  that  the 
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Miss,  pastor  helping  design  LifeWay  study  for  fall 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  More  than  one  and 
a  naif  million  people  will  see 
major  improvements  inllteir 
Bible  study  materials  as  Life- 
Way  Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention-in 
Nashville  launches  an  updated 
and  enhanced  version  this  fall 
of  its  leading  Bible  study  series 
—  Bible  Studies  for  life. 

The  curriculum  currently 
is  used  by  more  than  30,000 
churches.  'We  listened  to 
churches  using  the  study  and 
learned  of  threF  foundational 
ways  Bible  Studies  for  life 
could  be  an  even  more  effective 
tool  in  church  ministry,’  said 
David  Francis,  LifeWay  s  direc¬ 
tor  of  Sunday  School. 

lire  new  curriculum  will  help 
churches  connect  the  uncon¬ 
nected,  strengthen  families,  and 
disciple  people  with  wisdom, 
said  Francis,  who  also  serves  as 
managing  editor  of  Bible  Stud¬ 
ies  for  Life. 

“The  improvements  in  the 
series  are  designed  to  help  the 
local  church  meet  the  spiritual 
needs  of  its  members  and  com¬ 
munity  through  life  application 
of  the  Bible.’ne  said.  - 

Redesigning  LifeWay’s 


main  point,  which  will  be  print¬ 
ed  repeatedly  throughout  the 
study  session. 

’Participants  should  leave 
their  group  with  a  clear  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  key  point  ’ 
he  said. 

Floyd  said  parents  ‘will  also 
find  support  materials  to  help 
them  have  conversations  with 
their  kids  about  their  group 
Bible  study  experience,  pri¬ 
marily  an  exciting  new  tool 
called  One  Conversation.  We 
want  to  help  parents  reinforce 
what  their  children  are  learn¬ 
ing  in  their  Bible  study  group 
and  support  them  in  their  role 
as  the  primary  disciple-mak¬ 
ers  of  their  children." 

Twice  a  year,  churches  can 
choose  to  address  the  same  sub¬ 
ject  matter  over  a  six-week  pe¬ 
riod  from  the  pulpit  and  in  the 
small  group  mirustre.  A  cam¬ 
paign  lot  will  be  available  to  as¬ 
sist  pastors  in  this  process. 

New  elements  designed  for 
Bible  Studies  for  Life:  Kids  (for¬ 
merly  Bible  Teaching  for  Kids) 
include  weekly  videos,  new 
teaching  pictures,  activity  pag¬ 
es,  and  a  family  app. 

‘We  pray  individuals  and 
families  will  experience  life 
change  as  they  interact  with  the 
biblical  material  in  their  groups 
each  week,’  Floyd  said.  "We  are 


est  churches  in  the  country,  ta 
serve  as  general  editor  to  help 
us  design  this  material  from  a 
church  perspective.’ 

Floyd,  senior  pastor  .  of 
Cross  Church  of  Northwest  Ar¬ 
kansas  (formerly  First  Baptist 


impacted  by  the  Gomel.* 

The  new  Bible  Studies  for 
Life  materials  are  slated  for  pre- 
order  in  May  for  the  fell  quarter. 
Sample  lessons  and  resources 
are  available  for  preview  at  Life- 
Way  .com/Fall  Preview. 


‘Now,  to  be 
dear,  my  goal, 
and  the  goal  of 
many  of  those 
joining  me  here 
today,  is  to  make 
abortion,  at  any 
stage,  a  thing 
of  the  past.  We 
canrxft,  and  we 
will  not.  stand 
idly  by  white 
the  unborn  are 
going  through 
the  agony  of 
having  their  lives 
ended* 
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It  is  true  that  all  of  us  live  by  faith. 

It  may  not  be  a  faith  that  is  an¬ 
chored  in  our  living  Lord,  but  it  is 
faith.  For  those  of  you  who  travel  very 
much  by  air,  you  have  great  faith.  You 
give  all  of  your  belongings  that  you  are 
carrying  with  you  to  be  stashed  away 
in  the  belly  of  the  plane  and  are  told 
that  you  will  get  them  back  when  you 
reach  your  destination.  They  take  your 
ticket  and  you  get  on  the  plane.  You 
put  your  life  in  the  hands  of  people 
flying  the  aircraft  that  you  may  never 
see.  You  have  no  clue  as  to  their  back¬ 
ground  and  no  information  related  to 
Uteir  training.  You  have  not  nor  will 
you  probably  ever  see  the  people  who 
have  made  sure  that  mechanically  the 
plane  is  in  good  condition  to  fly. 

Those  wno  are  flying  the  plane  are 
trusting  souls  themselves  because  they 
are  talking  to  folks  in  the  control  tower 
who  are  giving  them  instructions  so 
that  they  will  not  collide  with  other 
planes.  Soon  you  and  a  number  of 


Living  by  Faith 


off  and  into  the  sky,  and  most  of  the 
time  it  all  goes  well.  There  may  be 
some  people  who  you  have  never  seen 
before  in  your  life  coming  to  ask  you 
if  you  would  like  something  to  drink 
or  a  snack  to  eat.  Sometimes  you  will 
accept  it  trusting  that  everything  is 
fine.  Now  for  a  period  of  time  and 
maybe  hours  you  fly  through  the  skies 
and  trust  that  you  will  arrive  at  your 
destination.  Bless  your  heart!  You  are 
a  trusting  soul. 

Just  for  a  moment  let's  raise  the 
level  of  trust.  You  are  not  feeling 
well.  In  fact,  you  are  really  sick. 


You  may  load  up  and  go  to  a  doctor 
who  you  have  never  seen  and  whose 
name  you  cannot  pronounce.  You  get 
checked  out  and  are  given  a  prescrip 
tion  that  you  cannot  read.  You  take 
it  to  a  pharmacist  who  you  may  not 
know.  You  are  given  a  bottle  of  sub¬ 
stance  that  you  nave  not  examined 
and  you  go  home  and  take  it  trusting 
that  you  are  going  to  feel  better  and 
get  well.  It  takes  faith. 

Even  when  you  go  to  the  bank  to 
deposit  a  check  or  some  money,  you 
give  it  to  a  person  that  you  do  not 
know.  You  walk  into  a  restaurant  to 
eat  food  prepared  by  people  that  you 
may  never  see.  You  put  your  children 
on  a  school  bus  to  riae  to  school.  You 
have  got  to  have  a  certain  dimension 
of  faith  or  you  will  not  do  anything. 

Is  it  not  strange  that  so  many  people 
who  do  all  of  these  kinds  of  things  ev¬ 
ery  day  and  many  more  feel  as  though 


they  cannot  trust  God?  It  is  outside 
the  realm  of  their  trust  to  have  faith 
in  a  God  who  created  the  universe  and 
loves  them  more  than  their  capability 
to  understand. 

Some  people  look  at  the  things  that 
I  mentioned  already  in  this  article 
and  reason  that  they  make  thought¬ 
ful  assumptions  about  a  pilot,  doctor, 
pharmacist,  or  in  other  areas  of  life. 
They  reason  that  you  can  have  faith  in 
those  areas.  That  is  p.obably  true,  but 
the  fact  is  also  true  that  you  can  abso¬ 
lutely  without  reservation  or  equivoca¬ 
tion  trust  in  God.  You  can  trust  His 
Word  that  it  is  always  right,  ft  is  never 
misleading  and  always  without  error. 
You  can  trust  in  the  provisions  that  He 
has  made  for  us  to  have  our  sins  paid 
for,  removed,  and  a  new  life  that  God 
Himself  is  giving  to  us. 

Millions  of  people  have  not  only 
ventured  to  trust  what  the  Bible  says 


but  then  they  have  experienced  and 
testify  to  its  absolute  reality.  When 
the  Bible  says  in  John  3:16,  “For  God 
so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life,"  you  can  mark  it 
down  that  it  is  true.  You  can  turn  to 
God  and  put  your  trust  in  His  provi¬ 
sions  through  Christ. 

As  a  youngster  sitting  in  church  and 
listening  to  a  revival  preacher  bring 
.  the  Word  of  God,  I  felt  the  touch  of 
God  in  my  heart  as  His  Holy  Spirit 
both  convicted  and  called  me  that 
night  and  I  walked  down  an  aisle  to  tell 
a  preacher  that  I  was  coming  to  meet 
Jesus.  As  we  sat  on  the  front  pew,  he 
opened  his  Bible  and  he  showed  me  a 
verse  in  Romans  10:9  that  says,  “That 
if  thou  shaft  confess  with  thou  mouth 
the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shaft  believe  in 
thine  heart  that  God  hath  raised  him 
from  the  dead,  thou  shaft  be  saved.’  I 
boWed  my  head  and  put  my  life,  my  all 
into  the  hands  of  Jesus.  I  put  my  faith 
in  Him. 

While  all  of  that  has  been  years 
ago,  it  has  been  forever  fresh  in  my 
mind,  in  my  heart,  and  in  my  experi¬ 
ence.  It  is  an  encounter  that  I  will 
never  get  over  even  in  eternity.  Have 

_  /.ItL  _ 


in  Him,  and  put  your  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ,  God's  Son,  and  our  Savior. 
Trust  Him  now,  call  upon  Him,  and  He 
will  answer. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
jfutralQmbcb.org. 


™  MWton  Giles  fort  89,  who  served  at  the  fore¬ 
front  of  Southern  Baptist  medical  missions  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe  for  nearly  36  years,  died  Jan.  14  in  Baton  Rouge, 
La.  Fort  and  his  wife  Wans  Ann,  also  a  physician,  were 
the  first  doctors  at  the  remote  Sanyati  Baptist  Hospital 
in  Southern  Rhodesia  (now  Zimbabwe)  after  their  ap¬ 
pointment  as  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  1952. 
The  Forts  retired  from  missionary  service  in  1988, 
not  long  after  he  was  diagnosed  with  axial  dystonia, 
a  muscle  condition  from  which  he  suffered  for  many 
years.  Fort  received  the  bachelor  of  science  degree 
from  Texas  A&M  University  in  College  Station  and 
the  doctor  of  medicine  degree  from  Baylor  Univer¬ 
sity’s  College  of  Medicine  in  Houston,  where  he  was 
presented  the  Distinguished  Alumnus  Award  in  1990. 
He  served  in  the  L», S.  Navy  during  World  War  D.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife;  five  sons,  Giles  Fort  III  0#  Baton 
Rouge;  David  Fort,  missionary  physician  in  West  Af¬ 
rica;  Gordon  Fort,  International  Mission  Board  senior 
vice  president  for  prayer  mobilization  and  training  in 
Richmond,  Va;  Gregg  Fort,  missionary  physician  in 
Zimbabwe;  and  Grady  Fort  of  Baton  Rouge;  14  grand¬ 
children;  and  six  great-grandchildren.  More  than  200 
cumulative  years  of  missionary  service  are  represent¬ 
ed  in  the  Fort  family. 

Luther  Russell  Bush  Jr.,  92, 
retired  pastor  of  Main  Street 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  and  for¬ 
mer  president  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention,  died 
December  18  in  Hattiesburg. 

He  was  bom  Sept.  7,  1920,  in 
Columbia.  He  graduated  from 
Columbia  High  School  and 
majored  in  pre-dental  studies 
at  Mississippi  College  in  Clin¬ 
ton.  On  November  17, 1943,  he 
graduated  from  Atlanta  South¬ 
ern  Dental  School  in  Atlanta, 

Ga.,  with  a  DDS  degree,  was  BUSH 


local  churches  as  interim  pastor  until  his  health  would 
not  allow  ft.  On  October  21,  2012,  Bush  was  named 
Pastor  Emeritus  of  Main  Street  Church.  He  was  pre¬ 
ceded  in  death  by  his  father,  L.  R.  Bush  Sr.;  his  mother 
Bennie  Perry  Bush;  and  his  oldest  son,  LJtuss  Bush 
IU.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Sara  Frances  Bush; 
daughter,  Carolyn  Frances  Bush  Young;  youngest  son, 
John  Parks  Busn  (Ann);  daughter  in-law  Cindy  Bush; 
six  grandchildren;  and  nine  great-grandchildren. 


FORT  PASSES  -  Missionary  doctor  Giles  Fort 
(laft)  performed  surgeries  on  thousands  of  pa¬ 
tients  at  the  Sanyati  Baptist  Hospital  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe.  His  wife  Wane  Ann,  not  pictured  but  also  a 
physician,  often  assisted  him  as  well  as  African 
nurses.  (BP  photo) 

commissioned  a  First  Lieutenant  in  the  UJL  Army, 
and  married  Sarah  Frances  Warnock  of  Atlanta.  Af¬ 
ter  serving  3  Vi  yean  in  the  U.  S.  Army  and  attain¬ 
ing  the  rank  of  captain,  he  returned  to  his  hometown 
to  begin  the  practice  of  dentistry  with  his  father,  LR. 
Bush,  Sr.  He  was  ordained  a  deacon  in  First  Church  of 
Columbia,  and  served  as  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (1961-62).  He  was  a  trustee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Children's  Village,  Baptist  Health 
Systems,  Inc.,  in  Jackson,  and  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  both  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  He  prac¬ 
ticed  dentistry  from  1946-86,  at  which  time  he  was 
called  as  pastor  of  Main  Street  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 
He  was  &  years  old  and  served  there  14  years  before 
retiring  in  May  2000.  After  retiring,  he  served  several 


Jimmy  Albritton,  81,  re¬ 
tired  pastor  and  former  home 
missionary,  died  January  14 
in  Picayune  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Roseland  Park  Church, 

Picayune.  Over  a  period  of  60 
years,  Albritton  served  as  pas¬ 
tor,  home  missionary,  and  in¬ 
terim  pastor.  He  delivered  his 
fi-st  sermon  at  age  six,  ahd  his 
last  sermon  at  age  81.  Upon 
retiring  after  25  years  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Zoar  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  he  founded  Pioneer 
Ministries  and  served  the  un-  ALBRITTON 
churched  regions  of  die  United 
States  for  an  additional  15  years  under  a  partnership 
with  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  (now 
the  North  American  Mission  Board).  Albritton  was 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
in  Hattiesburg  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  was 
preceded  in  death  by  his  wife  of  55  years,  Betty  Sue 
Stockstill  Albritton;  parents,  Curtis  Lee  Albritton  and 
Lessie  Mae  Albritton;  step-mothen  Arlynne  Albritton; 
wife.  Sue  Albritton;  and  a  grandson.  Survivors  include 
children  Craig  Albritton  (Relive):  Bryan  Albritton 


“Snookie”  Sherrer;  and  seven  grandchildren.  Funeral 
service  was  held  January  18  at  Roseland  Park  Church 
Burial  was  in  New  Palestine  Cemetery  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  McDonald  Funeral  Home  in  Picayune. 
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BFLC  EXJ:  EZJ 


Hiwe/m  wUh  cryptography  and  mrdse  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 

letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 

puzzle:  Amos  Bight:  Four 
By  Chutes  Mux.  1 932-2004, 0  2005 


MAGEE'S  CREEK  CHURCH. 
WALTHALL  COUNTY,  has  called 
Keven  Newsome  as  pastor.  He  is 
shown  with  his  wife  DeAnna.  son 
Aron,  and  daughter  Sarah. 


INGOMAR  CHURCH.  UNION  ASSOCIATION. 

has  called  Mark  McDaniel  (left)  as  minister  of  stu¬ 
dents.  Pictured  with  McDaniel  is  his  wife  Kristen  and 
son  Henley. 


PARKWAY  CHURCH. 
PASCAGOULA,  has  called 
Martin  Britt  as  pastor  as  of 
Dec.  19.  Pictured  with  Britt  is 
his  wife  Donna. 


Baptist  proudly  celebrates 
lOO  years  of  pioneering  health  care 
in  our  community  and  a  continued 
commitment  to  leading  health  care 
into  the  next  century. 


SCOTT  COUNTY  ASSO¬ 
CIATION  has  called  Reggie 

Williams  as  Associational 
Missions  Director.  He  has  21 
years  pastoral  experience, 
most  recently  serving  as  pas 
tor  of  Steele  Church,  Forest. ' 
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Just  for  the  Record 


HOLMESVMJLE 


ordained  Walter 
Martin  (center) 
a*  deacon  on 
January  20. 
Pictured  with 
Martin  are  pas¬ 
tor  Lee  Mathis 
(left)  and  Evelyn 
Martin. 
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HATTIE  S- 


bumedthe 
note  on  their 
sanctuary. 
Shown  are 
pastor  Jimmy 
Hill,  Marcia 
Brock,  and 
Tommy  Mac- 
Dermott. 


mr.  bon  church 


George  Higdon,  SB,  for  his  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  church's  shut-ins.  He 
delivers  COY  of  sermons  to  the 
shut-ins  weekly.  Shown  is  Hig¬ 
don  and  pastor  Chris  DeGeorge. 


DESOTO  CHURCH.  CLARKE 
ASSOCIATION,  held  a  Brother- 
hood  Pancake  Supper  on  Janu¬ 
ary  13,  with  former  pastor  James 
Smith  speaking.  Beveriy  Lindsey 
and  Karen  Shirley  provided 
music.  Pictured  with  Smith  is  his 
wits  Lois. 


m 


ft 


CLEAR  BRANCH  CHURCH.  WESSON,  or¬ 
dained  Chuck  Smith  (left)  as  deacon.  Pictured  with 
Smith  is  pastor  Wayne  Moak. 

ordained  Jimmy  Sykes  to  the  gospel  ministry.  He  FIRST  CHURCH.  BROOKLYN,  ordained  Jason 

is  the  new  pastor  at  Oek  Grove  Church,  Hernando.  Wheat  as  deacon  on  Jan.  6.  Pictured  with  Wheat  is 
Shown  are  Sykes  and  pastor  Bob  Curtis.  pastor  Kyle  Jones. 

MOhmCELLO  CHURCH.  MONT1CELLO.  marked  the  40th  anniversary  of  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court's  decision  in  Roe  v.  Wade  that  legalized  abortion  on  demand  nationwide.  Students  and 
adults  from  Monticeilo  Church,  Lawrence  Association,  and  Disciple  Now  placed  crosses  at  the 
Lawrence  County  Civic  Center  in  Monticeilo  to  repreeent  the  55  million  lives  that  have  bean 
aborted  since  Roe  v.  Wade. 


i 


The  GAs  of  CALVARY  CHURCH.  ROGUE  CHfTTO,  held  a 
m other-daughter  night.  Shirley  Allen  and  Pam  Wallace,  lead¬ 
ers;  Hal  Hatten,  pastor. 
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CHURCH.  ft.  ‘  A  1 

monticel-  ■  „ 


Pastor 
Calvin  Price 


meaBacon.  or  MMONY  CHURCH.  WINSTON  ASSO- 
OATION,  presented  Jerry  Lundy  with  a  plaque  honoring 
him  tor  25  years  as  pastor  and  for  2S  years  of  service  to  the 
association.  Shown  is  AMO  Paul  Blanchard  presenting  Lundy 
with  a  certificate.  Bible,  and  plaque. 


HAVEN. 

is  shown 
reading  the 
Christmas 
story  to  the 
church's 
children  on 
Dec.  23. 


THOMPSON  CHURCH.  SMITHOALE.  burned  the  $  140,000 
JW*  on  their  fellowship  hall  and  educational  building  recent- 
V  Shown  are  interim  pastor  David  Millican,  Larry  Chambers. 
Greg  Maxwell. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  VICKSBURG,  ordained  three  new  deacons  Jan.  13.  Shown  are  pastor 
Matt  Buckles;  Rick  Shelton  and  wife  Lori;  Seth  Broadfoot  and  wife  Hallie;  Blake  Rice  and  wife 
Sarah;  and  Calvin  Pugh,  deacon  chairman. 

In  other  Church  News: 

>  Robkiwood  Chunh.  Saudec  wiQ  host  its  fifth 
annual  Wild  Game  Supper  on  March  23,  beginning 

at  3:30  p.m.  Food  wiD  be  served  at  6  p.m  Wayne  ^  rZ'x  Ol 

Flurry,  speaker  Terry  Upchurch,  pastor  HFTSHr  "  hJ 


If  Vn  Seeking  New  Stqff  Member! 

II  Truitt  Memorial  Baptist  in 

A  Pearl,  MS  is  seeking  a  part  time 
Music  Assistant.  This  is  a  paid 
staff  position.  Duties  will  be 
playing  keyboard  for  a  praise 
team,  assisting  children’s  choir 
volunteer  leaders  and  general 
assisting  the  Associate  Pastor/Minister  of  Music. 
Vocal  skills  needed,  keyboard  skills  a  must.  Please 
contact  church  office  between  8  AM  and  12  Noon, 
Monday-Thursday  for  more  information  and  to  set 
UP  interview.  601-939-2975. 


LEFLORE  CHURCH,  HOLCOMB,  recog¬ 
nized  five  deacons  for  their  service.  Seated. 
Paul  Liddell.  40  years;  Shelly  Livingston,  five 
years;  standing.  Terry  Malone,  nine  years;  Al¬ 
lan  Wlsrd.  9  years;  and  Henry  Bailey,  14  years. 


ABEDINI 

cont  from  p.  I 

call  for  Abedim's  release,  and 
VS.  National  Security  Council 


Jan.  18  that  the  pastor  be  breed. 

“We  remain  troubled  by  the 
case  of  U.S.  citizen  Saeed  Abedi- 
ni,  who  was  arrested  by  Iranian 
officials  more  than  three  months 
ago  on  chains  relating  to  hi: 
religious  befiefe,"  Victor  said 
according  to  Fox  News.  *We  call 
upon  Iranian  authorities  to  re¬ 
lease  him  immediately.* 

USCIRF,  a  federal  advisory 
body,  also  called  far  Abedim's 
release  and  denounced  Iran's 
"trumped-up*  charges. 

"The  national  security  charges 
leveled  against  Mr.  Abedini  are 
bogus  and  area  typical  tactic  by 
the  Iranian  government  to  mas¬ 
querade  the  real  reason  for  the 
charges:  to  suppress  religious 
belie?  and  activity  of  which  the 
Iranian  government  does  not  ap¬ 
prove,’  USCIRF  chair  Katrina 
Lantos  Swett  said  in  a  news  re¬ 
lease,  adding  that  Abedini  cannot 
expect  justice  in  court 

‘Judge  Pir-Abbessi  is  notori¬ 
ous  for  conducting  swift  trials  and 
imposing  lengthy  prison  terms,  as 
well  as  the  death  penalty,  without 
any  semblance  of  due  process,* 
Swett  said. 

Iranian  state  media  had  re¬ 
ported  Jan.  21  that  Saeed  would 
be  freed  on  bail,  a  report  that 

Saeed'a  wife,  Naghmeh  Abedini, 
*—  —  ..a  as  a  Be.  according  to 


OK,’  she  said.  *He  sounded  tired. 
He  said  be  had  come  to  a  realiza¬ 
tion  that  they  would  not  be  releas¬ 
ing  him  anytime  soon.  Up  until 
Christmas  he  had  had  hope.* 

According  to  Worn  Watch 
Monitor,  Saeed  Abedini  con¬ 
verted  from  Islam  to  Christianity 
in  2000  and  helped  start  house 
churches  in  Iran. 

He  had  been  arrested  multi¬ 
ple  tunes  by  authorities  but  Tif- 
f?ny  Barra  ns,  ACLJ’s  interna¬ 
tional  legal  director,  told  World 
Watch  Monitor  that  in  2009  the 
pastor  made  a  deal  with  Iran’s 
intelligence  police  that  allowed 
him  to  come  back  to  Iran  to 
build  an  orphanage  in  exchange 
for  staying  out  of  bouse  church 
work,  an  agreement  his  sup¬ 
porters  say  he  kept. 

Before  his  latest  trip  to  Inn, 
the  religiously  controlled  Revo¬ 
lutionary  Guard  took  jurisdiction 
over  Iran's  Christian  community 
from  the  intelligence  police.  Bar¬ 
rens  said,  coinciding  with  a  more 
aggressive  campaign  to  drive 
Christianity  out  of  Inn. 

Barrens  told  World  Watch 
Monitor  that  the  U.S.  could  put 
pressure  on  Inn  through  coun¬ 
tries  like  Brazil  and  Turkey, 
which  have  strong  economic  ties 
with  Iran. 

*We  can  reach  out  to  multiple 
countries  to  just  put  in  an  inqui¬ 
ry  on  Pastor  Saeed.  If  Inn  takes 
enough  inquiries  from  friends, 
they  will  take  notice  of  Saeed's 
case  and  ensure  justice  is  done, 
whether  that  means  he  receive* 


fondly  in  Tehran  ran  around  in 
aides  today  to  make  sure  Saeed 
was  let  out  on  bail,  but  again  the 
bail  officer  rejected  bail.* 

CNN  reported  that  a  trial  of 
Abedini  began  Jan.  2L  The  pas¬ 
tor  gave  the  judge  a  written  state¬ 
ment  and  answered  questions 
by  prosecutors  and  his  defense 
attorney.  Questions  ranged  from 
whether  Abedini  encouraged  con¬ 
version  to  Christianity  and  bow 
he  financed  his  trips  to  establish 
an  orphanage  in  Iran. 

Reports  that  have  leaked  out  of 
Iran  aay  Abedini  was  sentenced  to 
eight  yean  imprisonment  at  the 
condusioa  of  us  trial  He  has  not 
been  heard  from  since  the  sen¬ 
tence  was  handed  down. 

The  trial  included  a  hearing 
60m  which  Abedini  and  his  law¬ 
yer  were  barred,  during  which 
a  tav  church  leader  m  called  to 
testify  about  his  connection  to 
Abedini.  according  to  a  blog  post 
by  Jordan  Sekuiow,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  American  Center  for 
Law  and  Justice  (AOJ),  which 
has  attempted  to  intervene  for 
Abedini  in  the  Iranian  case  and 
deso-ibea  itself  as  legal  counsel  for 
Abedini  and  his  family. 

During  a  conference  call  re¬ 
ported  ty  CNN,  Naghmeh  Abe¬ 
dini  said  she  last  spoke  to  her 
husband  on  Jan.  9.  He  rounded 
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and  a  former  USCIRF 
commissioner,  called  Saeed  Abe¬ 
dini 's  ordeal  “yet  one  more  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  Iranian  government 
trampling  the  human  rights  of 
people  who  don't  kowtow  to  their 
dictates  concerning  religious  and 
political  behefo.’ 

Abedini’s  trial  comes  as  Inn 
shows  no  signs  of  relenting  in 
its  persecution  of  Christians  and 
then-  defenders.  Pastor  Benham 
Irani  continues  to  languish  in 
prison  under  a  six-year  sentence 
for  "acting  against  the  interests 
of  national  security,*  according  to 
International  Christian  Concern, 
a  Washington  advocacy  group  for 
the  persecuted  church 

In  addition,  Iranian  pastor 
Youcef  Nadarkhani,  who  was  ac¬ 
quitted  in  September  of  apostasy 
charges  that  could  have  brought 
execution,  was  thrown  back 
in  prison  for  a  brief  stint  from 
Christmas  Day  to  Jan.  8. 

His  attorney,  however,  aha  in 
prison  under  a  lengthy  sentence, 
according  to  the  British  religious 
rights  organization  Chretien 
Solidarity  Worldwide.  Moham¬ 
med  Ah  Dadkhah,  a  prominent 
Iranian  human  rights  lawyer 
who  helped  secure  Nadarkhani  s 
release,  was  jailed  and  disbarred 
for  10  years  in  September  2012. 
Reports  indicate  his  health  is 
rapidly  deteriorating. 
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The  Baptfet  Rtootd  is  pleased  to  pubish 
newe  and  photographs  of  apacial  aventt  that 
taka  pfeca  in  cxxiparaiing  churches  of  tha 
Miaafeaippi  Baptist  Convenbon. 

Nrewe  submitted  for  publication  in  Tha 
Baptfet  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewritten, 
(b)  needy  printed  an  B  tA  by  11-inch  paper, 
or  (c)  needy  printed  on  feandanfued  forma 
provided  by  tie  newspaper  AN  erodes  must 
be  rsoeiwad  in  writing;  no  erodes  wA  be  ao- 


Nawi  may  hi)  mrinnitUMl  del  lima  sly  to 
lha  address  below,  and  must  be  contained  in 
the  masaaga  segment  of  an  eroai  torn  Due 
to  increasing  virus  throats,  no  text  attach¬ 
ments  wd  be  accepted  Photograph  attech- 


Plaaaa  make  atdcfea  cone—  Indude  die 
who.  whet,  when,  where  detail  of  die  ltory. 
along  with  a  contact  person  a  address  and 
telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  preaouts  we 


Need  a  light? 

«.  said.  I  .nn  tlu'  light  uf  tlu  world. 
W  lincver  follows  ini'  will  not  walk 
in  darkness  hut  will  have  tlu 
light  of  lilv |oh n  N:  1 2 1 

Simplv  share  tlu  following  praver 
with  (tod  in  vnur  own  words: 

1.  i  ord.  I  admit  that  I  need  von. 
4 1  have  sinned . ) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  lor  inv  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal 

di  alh.  1 1  repent.) 
I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  tlie  grave  to  forgive  im  sins 
and  to  restore  nn  relationship 
with  von.  (I  believe  in  lesns.i 
4  Us  I  ,iit  h  .  I  m  n  ill  fi^ns  <  hrist 
inio  oiv  iili  .  1  10 in  Dus  time  on. 
I  toant  lo  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  <1  receive  (  hrist  as 
inv  Sav  ior  and  I  ord .  \ 

"lint  as  mail)  as  received  him.  I •  ■  lliein  lie  gave 
lilt  1  ight  to  become  children  of  4  »od.  even  to 
those  who  believi  in  Ins  naiiie.'%J^hii  1:12) 
II  vou  make  a  dev  ision  for  <  hrist  todav.  contact  a 
local  Southern  Baptist  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 


net  reproducible.  Digital  photos,  may  ba  used 
if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  fife  via  either  email 
CO  or  OVD.  Photos  muat  be  dear,  sharp, 
and  weighted  Cat  phone  photographs 
and  other  law  resolulion  items  ara  gener- 
a(y  net  pubifehabfe.  Photographs  can  not  ba 
resumed.  Please  do  not  attach  photos  with 
tape  or  staples. 

Al  news  items  ara  subject  to  editing,  and 
al  photographs  a re  subject  to  cropping.  Pho¬ 
tographs  muat  depict  people.  No  landscape-, 
buikfing-.  or  objectonty  photographs  w*  be 
printed.  News  items  and/or  photographs  can 
be  pubMred  one  time  only  News  items 
and/or  phroographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  tor  sectiw  or  outsida  organcations 
w*  nd  be  pubiahad  Deadbie  for  submitting 
news  ie  ana  vraefc  prior  to  requested  pubfice- 
bon  data 

Articfee  rhet  era  not  date  eenfebve  w«  be 


Submit  news  end  photographs  to  The 
Baptfet  Record.  PO.  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS 
3820&0630  FAX;  (601)  292-3330.  tmait 
beptfetreajwfmbub.org. 
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Sunday  School  Lessons  for  February  3, 2013 


^an  I  get  a  Witness?  •  Amos  7: 4-1 7 


If  you  have  ever  been  in  the  position  of 
being  the  bearer  of  bed  news,  you  prob- 
ibiy  nave  had  a  glimpse  of  the  position  in 
winch  the  prophet  Amos  finds  himself  in 
our  passage  this  week.  You  may  remember 
jn  an  eai&rieaaon  we  talked  about  the  call 
of  Amos  by  God  to  be  His  prophet  He  was 
jut  a  simple ,  ordinary  guy  who  responded 
in  obedience  to  God’s  call  Because  of  his 
obedience  be  was  now  a  witness  concern¬ 
ing  God's  judgment  on  Israel.  In  our  pas¬ 
sage  coday  we  discover  that  there  were 
many  who  were  not  very  happy  with  Amos 
because  of  the  message  he  was  prodaim- 
mg.  being  a  witness  concerning  God’s 
truth,  judgment  and  salvation  always  af¬ 
fords  me  bearer  a  precious  privilege,  and  a 
potential  risk.  Much  Kke  being  a  witness  in 
a  court  room  some  wfll  be  happy  with  your 
message  and  others  will  not-  especially  the 

ffflty! 


completely.  Fire  has  always  been  one  of  are  pit 
the  instruments  used  by  God  to  judge  His  ing  the 

Cple.  While  Amos  is  the  messenger  God  asrevt 
chosen  to  deliver  His  message  of  judg-  are  cal 
ment  Amos  also  takes  the  position  of  an  others 
intercessory  prayer  warrior.  All  believers  tion  ch 
are  given  God’s  message  of  salvation  to 
share.  We  are  Op 

witnesses  of 

His  salva-  _ 

tion  and  of  * 

%  bA  Explore 

Amos,  we  J 

need  to  be  with  Huey 

interceding 

witnesses  to 

the  lost  who 

live  around 


are  preserved  in  the  Scriptures  underscor¬ 
ing  that  Amos  has  told  the  “whole  truth* 
as  revealed  to  him  by  God  As  bdievers  we 
are  called  to  speak  me  truth  about  God  to 
others  whether  it  is  His  message  of  salva¬ 
tion  or  judgment 

Opposed  Witness  (Amoa  T- 10-13) 

189™  Amos  dis¬ 
covers  in  his 
encounter 


Interceding  Witness  (Amos  7: 4-6)  (Amos  7:' 


In  chapters  7-9  of  the  book  of  Amos  we 
fa!  a  senes  of  five  prophetic  visions  seen 
by  Amos.  The  first  two  visions  (Amos  7 
1-3,  7.4-6)  are  similar  in  their  form  and 
meaning.  His  visions  of  the  destruction  of 

crops  and  land  by  locusts  and  fire  are  met 
with  a  deep  emotional  cry  from  Amos  for 
God  to  relent  from  destroying  His  people 


Amos’  third  vision  is  recorded  in  Amos 
7.  7-9.  In  this  vision  God  is  the  primary 
speaker.  Amos  is  no  longer  asking  God  to 
relent  from  His  judgment  on  the  Northern 
Kingdom.  The  introduction  of  the  ’plumb 
line  is  a  sign  to  Amo6  that  God’s  judg¬ 
ment  is  sure  and  imminent  This  vision, 
along  with  other  declarations  by  Amos, 


ah,  the  Priest 
at  Bethel, 
that  even 
some  of  his 
fellow  ser¬ 
vants  woe 

corrupted  by  the  sin  that  was  rampant  in 
the  land.  Amaziah  confronted  Amo6  and 
asked  him  to  leave  Israel  and  prophesy 
in  Judah.  He  also  sent  word  to  King  Je¬ 
roboam  that  Amos  was  conspiring  against 
him  and  had  predicted  the  Kings  death, 
(v.  11-12)  It  should  not  be  surprising  to  us 
that  we  meet  opposition  when  we  share 
the  message  of  God.  This  being  the  case 
what  we  should  do  is  prepare  ourselves 
to  meet  the  opposition  head  on.  God  has 


Obedient  Witness 

(Amos  r- 14-17) 

Here  we  find  the  passage  that  we  have 
alluded  to  several  times  concerning  God’s 
call  of  Amos  to  be  His  prophet.  Amos 
explains  to  Amaziah  that  he  was  not  a 
prophet  or  the  son  of  a  prophet,  but  an 
ordinary  herdsman  and  God  told  him  to 
go  and  prophesy.  He  was  in  no  way  mak¬ 
ing  light  of  his  call  or  his  message.  In 
fact,  he  was  using  his  story  to  try  to  help 
Amaziah  see  how  important  his  message 
was  to  the  people.  He  rebuked  Amaziah 
for  telling  him  to  stop  delivering  God’s 
message  to  the  people  of  Israel.  He  also 
delivered  a  dire  message  of  judgment  to 
Amaziah  concerning  the  fate  of  him,  his 
family  and  the  people  of  Israel.  Sure,  we 
are  going  to  meet  opposition,  but  you  can 


riven  us  His  message  to  share.  We  must  be 
Rke  Amos  and  stand  up  to  the  opposition. 


also  be  just  as  sure  that  God  will  deal  with 
those  who  oppose  Him.  We,  Kke  Amos, 
have  been  commissioned  by  God  to  serve 
as  His  witnesses.  When  we  are  obedient 
to  that  call,  we  bring  honor  to  God  and  we 
help  advance  the  message  of  God  to  a  lost, 
misguided  and  blinded  world. 

Dedmon  is  Associate  Pastor  for  Edu¬ 
cation/Outreach  at  Brandon  Oturch, 
Brandon. 


TheTruth  of  the  Gospel  •  ITimothy  1:1-20 


Of  course,  I  can’t  wait  to  see  Jesus.  1 
aho  can’t  wait  to  meet  Paul  “the"  Apostle. 
He  certainly  deserved  that  three- letter 
middle  name.  As  recorded  in  Acts  chap¬ 
ter  nine,  the  Lord  Jesus  blessed  Paul  with 
a  drastic  interruption  to  his  disastrous 
Damascus  travel  plans.  His  layover  in 
that  city  included  three  days  of  blindness. 
During  the  time  that  Paul  could  not  physi¬ 
cally  see,  his  spiritual  eyes  were  opened  by 
he  grace  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ  He 
lad  traveled  with  the  purpose  of  destroy¬ 
ing  Christians.  Through  prayer  and  the 
comfort  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Paul  became 
what  he  came  to  destroy.  This  Paul  who 
called  himself  the  “Pharisee  of  the  Phan- 
«es"  was  finally  able  to  connect  the  Old 
Testament  prophetic  dots  with  the  New 
Tertament  gospel  footprints  of  Jesus.  Paul 
got  an  "A"  in  Old  Testament  law  and  an  A 
phis’  in  New  Testament  grace. 

Paul  knew  the  Oid  Testament  by  heart. 
Prom  before  birth,  God  perfectly  prepared 
this  man  whom  He  planned  to  use  to  pen 
half  of  the  New Testament.  Paul  got  it  right 
After  several  years  of  retreat  and  personal 
training,  Paul  would  be  recognized  as  an 
toostle,  a  messenger  dispatched  to  deliver 
the  gospel.  He  was  a  member  of  the  early 
church.  He  served  there  faithfully  until  he 
followed  the  call  of  God  into  missions  and 
evangelism.  His  fellow  workers  recognized 


his  gifts  and  his  calling  and  "separated* 
him  unto  the  work.  Along  with  Barnabas 
and  other  mission  team  members,  Paul 
became  a  church  planter.  Best  of  afi,  Paul 
saw  the  need  for  speaking  into  the  lives  of 
the  next  generation  of  believers  through 
the  process  of  disdpleship  and  persona) 
growth 

which  leads  ^ ■ 

to  multi¬ 
plication. 

speaking!  BjUe  Studies  fo 

ed  to  "have  with  Becky  Brown 

lads  and 

grandkids 

and  great- 

granakids 

SeL  I  amgrateful  to  be  a  descendant  of 
Abraham  by  faith  and  a  conduit  of  Pauls 

plan  for  disdpleship.  _  . 

Paul  took  a  particular  interest  in  me 

names  were  Timothy  and  Titus.  Henur- 
tured  them  as  young  pastors  anci  spoke 
into  their  lives  on  a  regular  basis.  He  pro- 
vided  them  with  deep  rood  so  thevcoidd 
grow  strong  and  stand  firm.  Timothy 
would  be  the  pastor  at  Ephesus  in  Asia. 


eparated’  Titus  would  be  the  pastor  on  the  island  of 
Barnabas  Crete  in  the  heart  of  the  Mediterranean 

Mrs,  Paul  Sea.  Thegpographk^foctoriirtof  the^pa- 

jf  all,  Paul  pel  was  expanding  from  Jerusalem  into 
he  lives  of  the  Gentile  world.  .  .  , 

s  through  Even  if  you  read  slowly,  it  might  take 
l  personal  you  one  hour  to  read  First  and  Second 

Timothy 
and  Titus. 
These  three 
personal 
letters  are 

idies  for  Life  jf 

ecky  Brown  ^  ^ 


right  now. 
Ifyou  really 
want  to  get 
serious  (and 

I  hope  you  do!),  read  the  rest  ofthestoiy 
in  the  book  of  Acts  and  the  rest  of  the  let¬ 
ters  of  Paul.  .... 

Over  the  next  four  Sundays,  we  will  be 
looking,  at  the  “five  trustworthy  sayings 
found  in  these  three  letters.  I  can  only 
imagine  seeing  these  original  hand-wnt- 
ten  scrolls  filled  withpersonal  counsel  for 
Timothy  and  Titus.  They  wouki  have  been 
tear-stained  and  faded  and  fragile  from 
being  unrolled  and  read  countless  times 
by  these  fellows  as  they  faced  the  daily 


pressures  of  pastoring  their  flocks  of  God 
By  design  of  The  Red  Author,  these  three 
penonaJ  letters  were  preserved  aB .the 
to  the  printing  press  and  are  included  in 
our  bibles  today.  That  means  that  these 

“five  trustworthy  sayings"  were  also  meant 

for  US! 

The  first  of  the  “five  trustwoithysay- 
ings”  is  found  in  lTlmothy  1:15-  Christ 
came  to  save  sinners.  I  am  one  and  so  are 
you.  Paul  claimed  to  be  the  worst  sinner 
of  all.  We  proved  him  wrong  with  our  own 
lives.  God  created  the  world.  God  created 
man  in  His  image  and  in  relationship  with 
Himself.  Man  rejected  God  through  an 

and  rebellion.  God  prepared  the  world  for 

the  coming  of  Jesus.  Jesus  came  through 
a  miracle  birth.  He  lived  a  sinless  life.  He 

died  on  the  cross  in  our  place  as  the  perfect 

blood  sacrifice  for  our  sins.  He  conquered 
death  for  us.  He  returned  to  Heaven.  He 
will  return  as  King.  Miracle  new  birth  be¬ 
lievers  exist  to  communicate  this  gospel. 
Our  world  is  filled  with  folks  who  reject 

truth  and  embrace  error.  Timothy  and 
Titus  pastured  the  same  kind  of  audience. 
Paul's  well  known  lackluster  penmanship 
was  blitzed  by  his  penchant  for  personal 
disdpleship. 

Brown  is  the  staff  evangelist  at  First 
Church.  Richland. 


STATS 

com  from  p.  1 

statistics,  it’s  impossible  to  know 
the  diversity  of  individuals  within 
the  SBC.  Only  the  diversity  of  total 
congregations  can  be  determined. 

■We  are  only  able  to  catego¬ 
rize  congregations  by  ethnidties 
—  not  members  —  because  the 
ACP  only  asks  the  predominant 
ethnidtv  of  congregations,  not 


individuals,-  said  Richie  Stanley, 
director  of  NAMB’s  Center  for 
Missional  Research. 

Non-Anglo  congregations  now 

account  for  nearly  20*  <* 

SBC,  compared  to  13-4*  in  1998 
In  1990,  about  five  percent  of  con¬ 
gregations  in  the  convention  were 

•^re^rf^Oodforfins 
diversity. -  said  Ken  Weathcisby, 
NAMB’s  presidential  ambassador 


for  ethnic  church  relations.  It  is 
saying  that  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  is  no  longer  mono¬ 
lithic.  The  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  is  very  diversified  It  is 
open  to  all  peoples  regardless  of 
ethnidtv  and  race.* 

Despite  the  SBCs  growing  di- 
versitv,  there  are  still  a  variety  of 
ethnic  groups  in  North  America 
with  no  Southern  Baptist  pres¬ 
ence  among  them.  Mark  Hobaf- 


covich,  NAMB's  national  coor¬ 
dinator  for  church  mobilization, 
points  to  the  Albanian  people  as 
an  example. 

There  are  more  than  500,000 
Albanians  in  the  United  States  but 
no  SBC  congregations  and  only 
one  evangelical  church  among 
them,  he  noted 

“As  Southern  Baptists  partner 
together  to  plant  new  evangelis¬ 
tic  churches.  Albanians  and  other 


people  in  North  America  can  hear 
the  Gospel  in  their  heart  language, 
come  to  faith  in  Christ,  and  be  dis- 
cipled  so  they  in  turn  can  make 
other  disciples  and  plant  churches 
here  at  home  and  throughout  the 
.Albanian  diaspora  around  the 
world"  Hobafcovich  said. 

“Only  by  a  movement  of  God 
can  we  see  biblical  multiplication 
and  the  Kingdom  of  God  expo¬ 
nentially  expanded." 


Thi  Baptist  Record  January  31 . 2013 


ssMssssesaaaMsaasaaasssr 


wv  baptistchildrensvillage  com 


Gif  TS 


CHURCH  NAME 


Honor  Roll  of  Churches 

Each  January,  The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village  evaluates  the  cash  gifts  re¬ 
ceived  from  churches  during  the 
previous  twelve  months.  Ir.  this  evalua¬ 
tion,  it  has  become  custor  Jry  to  publish 
the  top  Mississippi  Bap'jst  churches  in 
descending  order  of  designated  cash  gifts. 
This  does  not  include  non-cash  gift  items 
or  volunteer  efforts  that  many  churches 
contribute.  This  analysis  has  become 
know  as  the  "Honor  Roll  of  Churches.” 
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Sl.J16.t7 

S1.J10.00 

51.307.00 

$1,306.64 

S1.J01.57 

;i.joi.oo 

SI. 300.00 
SI. 300.00 
SI. 300.00 
S1.JOO.OO 

$1,297.67 
$1,291.97 
$1,286.03 
$1,276.15 
$1,277.06 
$1,276.59 
$1,270.53 
$1,262.94 
$1,260.25 
$1,259.63 
$1,256.44 
$1.25500 
$1,255.00 
$1,250.00 
$1,250.00 
$1,250.00 
$1,250.00 
$1,245  00 
$1,241  69 
$1,235.87 
$1,231.75 
$1.22500 
$1,220.66 
$1,219.79 
$1,215.00 
$1,210.00 
$1.200  00 
$1,200.00 
$1.200  00 
$1.200  00 
$1  200  00 
$i  ,200  rx> 
$1.200  00 
$1,200.00 
$1,200.00 
$1,200.00 
$1,200  00 
$1.20000 
$1,20600 
$1,200.00 
$1.200  00 
$1,200.00 
$1,20000 
$1,200.00 
$1,200.00 
$1,200.00 
$1  200  00 
$1,196.64 
$1,196  00 
$1.196  00 
$1.196  00 
$1,194  J6 
$1.190110 
$1,175.73 
$1,175-25 
$1,174.19 
$1 ,1723)0 
$1,165.00 
$1,1643)0 
1.154  00 
$1  150  00 
$1.150  00 
$1,150.00 
$1,143.67 
1)1,14961 
$1,136.75 
1,133.45 
$1.13000 
$1,127.00 
SI, 119.20 
SI, 117.00 
SI. 115.69 
!  >1,110  21 
$1.110  00 
1)1,10600 
$1,103.25 
$1,100.00 
$1,1003)0 
$1.100  00 
$1,100.00 
m.foojoo 
1,10000 
$1,094.84 
$1,093  40 
$1,092  00 
$1,065.68 
SI, 079.00 
$1,076.00 
$1,075.00 
$1,071.51 
$1,070.00 
$1,064  00 
$1.06)00 
$1.059  62 
$1,056.00 
$1,050  00 
$1,050  00 
$1,041  74 
$1,040.22 
$1,040.21 
$1,040  00 
$1.040  00 
$1,037  9) 
$1.03765 
$1.029  00 
$1.026  00 
$13)25.20 
$1.022  00 
$1.020  00 
$1.019  60 
$1,017.67 
$1,011  64 
$1.009  79 
$1,007.01 
$1,006.30 
$1,005  00 
$1,004  43 
$1,0033)0 
$1,000  00 
$13)003)0 
$1.000  00 
$13)0000 
$1,00000 
$1,000  00 
$1,00000 
$1,000  00 


1.0450b 


$2.00000 
$23)003)0 
$2,000  00 
$1,995  00 
$1,978.01 
$1,970.62 
$1,964  00 
$1,957  00 
$1,950.00 
$1.949  50 
$1,945  00 
$1,930.44 
$1,929.00 
$1  920  41 
$1.9103)0 
$1,909.7$ 
$1.900  00 
Sl.flSOUO 
$1,88911 
$1677.48 
$1,875.00 


$1.800  00 
$1,7993)1 
$1,764.75 
$1,761.00 
$1,778.18 
$1,772.34 
$1,7  64  (X) 
$1,760.05 
$1.755  11 
$1,750  00 
$1,736.77 
$1,736.00 
$1,735.25 
$1,718.37 
$1,71709 
$1.71400 


$1.619  77 
$1,619.55 
$1.6153)0 
$1,614.01 
$1,605.62 
$1.600  00 
$1,595  00 
$1,593.51 
$1,590.00 
$1.562  39 
$1,57500 
$1.570  00 
$1.560  56 
$1,560  00 
$1,5453)0 
$1,528  00 
$1.52500 
$1^18J9 
$1,518.00 
$1,500.00 
$1,500  00 
$1,500  00 
$1,50000 
$1,500.00 


$1.50000 
$1.499  00 
!  1,463.33 
1.480  20 
$1,476.54 
$1,473.00 
M.41M0 
$1.467  00 
$1,458.00 
$1,451.68 
1,446  00 
$1.4)9  00 
$1.43)  16 
$1,425.00 
$1,425.00 
1,41695 
!  1.416  80 
$1.400  00 
$1.40000 
1  400  00 
1.39663 
$1,397  00 
1,)9«2) 
$1,391  JJ 
$1.390  00 
$1,367.70 
$1,380.41 
$1.36000 
$1,37500 
1,36656 
$1,362.57 
1.361  66 
$1353.30 
1,35000 
1347.25 
1.34195 
1,33532 
1,33162 
1.325.97 
1,325  00 
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